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“If I look back on many years of involvement in political 
decision-making and policy-making around science, 
innovation and R&D, I am struck by how much of it 
tends to turn on gut feel of the individuals involved, 
than on hard evidence and analysis. This is ironic, 
since good science is all about testing hypotheses 
against data, empirical results and facts….We should, 
in short, live by our values!”











Are we all 
meta-
researchers 
now?



Or meta-
scientists?



Scientists of 
science?



Or researchers on research?



Some definitions….

“…the first comprehensive overview of the 'science of science,' 
an emerging interdisciplinary field that relies on big data to 
unveil the reproducible patterns that govern individual scientific 
careers and the workings of science. ”

“Meta-research is the study of research itself: its methods, 
reporting, reproducibility, evaluation, and incentives…Meta-
research uses an interdisciplinary approach to study, promote, and 
defend robust science.”



a “new discipline”?





Research on research: a rough history!
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Number of publications in which the field is mentioned in the title or abstract



Mapping 
research on 
research











Gert V Balling, Katrin Milzow and 
Sarah de Rijcke (Co-Chairs of RoRI)

RoRI Phase 2 Core Partners







3 examples of RoRI projects

1) Funder experiments
2) Future of peer review
3) Funder Data Platform



Experiment! In search of 
bold research ideas

1000 Ideas Programme

Postdoc.Mobility Fellowships

Explorer Grants

The experimental research funder’s 
handbook

It can be challenging to trial novel methods of funding 
allocation and evaluation but a growing number of funders are 
now engaged in such experiments. Peer networks 
(such as SPA-MEL and RoRI) offer support in sharing lessons 
and insights into these methods.

There is a need for more robust experimental studies, with 
defined baselines and controls—ideally involving multiple 
funders. The potential of early pilots by a small number of 
funders will not be realised if these don’t mature into more 
ambitious experiments which can generate a compelling 
evidence base for the pros and cons, opportunities and 
limitations of specific interventions.



Experiments with research funding 
are growing in scale and ambition, 
but still have a long way to go











Learning from and building 
on related innovations in 
open research…
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The rising tide of research assessment reform

https://sfdora.org

May 2013

Jul 2015

Mar 2015

Leiden Manifesto

Metric Tide Report

Nov 2013

Science in Transition

Hong Kong 
Principles

Nov 2020

Report for GRC meeting

Nov 2021

Nov 2021

UNESCO Recommendations

EC Scoping Report

Jul 2020

Netherlands initiative

Nov 2019

Sept 2018

Plan S

https://sfdora.org/
http://www.leidenmanifesto.org/
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/research-policy/open-science/Pages/forum-for-responsible-research-metrics.aspx
https://scienceintransition.nl/en/about-science-in-transition
https://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/article?id=10.1371/journal.pbio.3000737
https://rori.figshare.com/articles/report/The_changing_role_of_funders_in_responsible_research_assessment_progress_obstacles_and_the_way_ahead/13227914
https://rori.figshare.com/articles/report/The_changing_role_of_funders_in_responsible_research_assessment_progress_obstacles_and_the_way_ahead/13227914
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/36ebb96c-50c5-11ec-91ac-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://www.universiteitenvannederland.nl/recognitionandrewards/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Position-paper-Room-for-everyone%E2%80%99s-talent.pdf
https://www.coalition-s.org/












Infrastructures and institution-building

Michael Nielsen & Kanjung Qiu “A vision of metascience” 



j.wilsdon@ucl.ac.uk

researchonresearch.org


